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obs XI. 13, Tx. © PE Ty 
—— phraim {ball not en Judas, n e Dex 
1 But they ſhall y upon the e of the PE 
fines; fomands- the Weſt, they ſhalt ſpoil them of whe od, 25 W 
hen; They ſball lay their hand upon Edo am Mo 
Phe E baude of Ammon fall obey them. 
EIS whole Chapter is by moſt Interpreters 
to have relation to the Times of the Meſſas as 5 "and. 


__ the Words of my Text ſeem more 

_ © particularly to refer to the calling imof * rot. „ 
the Jews: tho a very Learned Perſor bm. 
thinks that they were accompliſh'd in 
the time of Herekiah King of Tudah, to which be 

ſuppoſes they immediately refer; but that in this and many other 

Prophecies of the: Old- Teſtament, beſides the firſt and immediate 

Intent, there is a more ſublime Meaning, not to be accompfiſd tit 

the glorious Reſtoration of that People under the Meſſias.. 


It is not fit to detain this. Auditory at this time wittt a nice in. 
quiry into theſe matters; but: it is, ſufffcient t our preſent pur 
ta obſerve, that here 1s a. Deſcription ofa very wilt and. a very tag» _ 
py People; who overlook'd the Differences and Quarrels: they lad 
amongſt themſelves, and join d heartily againſt. their common Ene- 


mies; and that the Succeſs is repreſented/anſiverable to og OE: 
| good Reſolutions. 


% 


In order to underſtand the Wore muſk takt notice, that tho thee 
Jews_were all not, only of one. Nation, but of one Family, owning 
all the ſame God, and tlie ſame Law, that of Maſes; yet ſeveral 

Differences both in Religion and Politicks happen'd among them: 
To paſs over the reſt, ten of the Tribes (of which Fphyaim was one, 
from wham all the reſt are call'd, Ephraim in my Text) ſeparated - 

from: the Service of God at the Temple at: Feruſalem, to which 
God had commanded them to reſ6rt. This bred: ea Hatred and 
ION Quarrels betwixt them, to the great” vantage of their 


Idolatrous 
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Idolatrous Neighbours and common Enemies round about them; 
which very likely they fomented and kept up from time to time, 
leſt the common Ties of Religion, and Blood, and Intereſt, ſhould 
unite them in a common, Defence. ea. e 


My Text is a Prophecy of this happy Union, and the happy 
Effects of it: Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, and judah. ſhall not ver 
Ephraim: \ But they ſhall fly upon the Shoulders. of the\Philiſtines o- 

wards the Meſt ; that is, they ſhall fly upon them as a Lion or 

| other fierce Creature flies upon and ſeizes his Prey: They ſtall 

I ſpoil them of the Eaſt together, they ſhall lay their hand upon Edom . 
= aud Moab, and the Children of Ammon ſhall obey them. 


4 


1 believe that every Body that hears me is ready to make the 
Application of this to our own Times, and indeed I made choice 
of the Words for that purpoſe; for tho the Paralel be not in all 
reſpects exact, yet it muſt be granted that we have in ſome ſort 
Ephraim and Fudah among us in lis Nation, that hitherto Ephraim 
has too much envied Judah, and Judah too much ved Ephraim, 
and that our common Enemies have too long made their advan- 

tage of it. e 55 | 8 n 


5 My Buſineſs therefore at this time ſhall be to endeavour to per- - 
ſuade both ſides, to make this Nation the happy place in which - = + 
this Prophecy of my Text ſhall. be fulfill d; That we would all to : 
the Zea ey of our Power ſecond the glorious Deſigns of her Ma- 
jeſty for our Country and Religion, and follow the Indications of _ 
God's Providence, who by ſo many Succeſſes granted to us, ſeems 
to ſhew what great things he deſigns for us, if we are not want- 


x N F 


ing to our ſelves. 


In the Proſecution of what I deſign to ſpeak, I ſhall 
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1 Firſt, Take notice of the mutual Duties of Ephraim to Fudah, 5 
= and of Judah to Ephraim; and then ſhall ſay ſomething in ge- 
5 öàöE:mV TEE 7 70 18 67 
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= Secondly, 1 ſhall take notice of the.common Duty of both to. join 
q . againſt the Philiſtines, and the other Enemies of their Coun- | 
try and Religion. r > ro Ta 
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. "Thirdly, I ſhall obſerve, what by the Bleſſing. of God may very 

- likely be the effect of ſuch wiſe and happy Counſels; that they 
mall ſpoil their Enemies, and. bring them to Obedience; or how- 
ever ſo moderate their Power that they need not for the future 
be affraid of them. | e OR. TL 


The firſt Particular to which I am to f. peak is the mutual Duties of 
Ephraim to Judah, and of Fudah to Ephraim; Ephraim ſhall not envy 
Judah, and Judah ſball not vex Ephraim. © 5 7 


? 


Eu, Ephraim ſhall not ee) Judah. By, Ephraim 1 told you were 
meant thoſe Tr:bes that ſeparated from the Worſhip of -@ . = 


Temple at Feruſalem, to which Place only God had commanded the 
whole Nation to come to offer Sacrifice. The Firſt Duty therefore 
that they owe both to God and their Brethren, in order to make up 
the Breach between them, is to leave off their Separation, to go no 
more to their Groves or High Places, but to reſort to the Temple. 
And indeed there is no other way but this intirely to make. up the 
' Breach : for tho Wiſdom in ſome, and Charity in others, and a Senſe 
of common Danger in more, may take off a great deal of the Heat 
that would otherwiſe ariſe; yet conſidering the Infirmity of human 
Nature, where there is a different Way of Worſhip, it muſt be ex- 
pected that there will be ſome Uneaſineſs. . | EINE hf 


The beſt Advice therefore upon all accounts is, that Ephraim would 


return, and joyn with Judah in worſhipping of God together. And 


O what a bleſled ſight were it, to ſee the Diviſions of England made 
up in this manner! This would effectually cure the Heats and Ani- 
moſities among us, and we ſhould not then be liable to be practis'd 
upon by deſigning Men, who ſerve, their own turns by exaſperating 
both ſides, however the Publick may ſuffer by it. But if this be a 
Bu too great to be intirely expected, yet methinks thoſe Per- 
ons ſhould. think ſeriouſly of this matter, who do own that there is 
nothing unlawful in our Communion, and therefore can and do ſome- 
times come to our Churches, and joyn in our Worſhip. This, I know, 
is the caſe not only of thoſe few who come to qualify themſelves for 
Offices, but of very great numbers in all parts of the Kingdom, who 
have not apparently any temporal Intereſt to ſerve by it. I ſhall not 
at preſent inquire into the Reaſons they give why they cannot con- 
ſtantly joyn with us, tho they can ſometimes; but would only deſire 
them to conſider whether they are From enough to. ballance > the 
. OTIS 1D TEOOTOT Hg Re 
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ought to forbear all affronting or opprobrious \ 


Taconveniencies, which not only this Church and Nation, bat the 
whole Proteſtant Cauſe, and the Chriſtian Religion too, ſuffer by it: 
They cannot but know, that their particular Cafe has occaſion'd very 
great Heats; and if theſe ſhonld proceed, and at Taft let in the com- 


mon Enemy upon us, whoever may be in the fault beſides, they will 


- 


own'QConfciences. 


then hardly be able to excuſe themſelves either to the World, or their 


I ſhalt conclude this Head with this. one Obſervation 3. That the 
Kingdom of Chriſt is in this reſpect like the Kingdoms of the World; 
that it has ſome fundamental Conſtituxions which all its Members 
zre oblig' d to, that are or ought to be the ſame in all parts of the 
Church: But as every Civil State, beſtdes its general Laws, has par- 
ticalar Statutes and Cuſtoms proper to particular Places and Bodies of 


Men, very neceffiry to the good Government of any Kingdom, fo it 


is in the Chriſtian Church; beſides thoſe fundamental things that be- 


long to all, there are ſome Duties that are different according to 


Time, and Place, and Perſons, ſach as are the Orders of the parti- 
cular Church where we live, which are not againſt the general Laws 
of Chriſt's Kingdom. And he would be as ill a Subject of this ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom, who ſhonld negle& theſe things under the pretence 
that they are none of the general Laws of it, or come not immedi- 
ately from its. great Law-giver; as he would be of the State, who 
ſhould: negle& the Rules and Orders of the Corporation or Society 
where he lives, under pretence that they are none of the general 
Laws of England, and are not to be found in the Statute Book. 


This therefore is the firſt Duty of Ephraim, to return into Com- 
munion with his Brother Judah. But it muſt be confeſt, that tho? 
this is not exprefly mention'd. in my Text, yet it ſuppoſes however, 
that they may be good Friends, and live well together, and joyn 
heartily againſt the common Enemy. And why may not this be fo 
among us, notwithſtanding our Differencies in Religion? But then 
we are to conſider what are the Duties incumbent upon thoſe who 
diflent from our Church, in order to this end; which I ſhall but 
juſt hint at, and fo. proceed. They onght not then to ſhew any bit- 
ter Zeal againſt the Church, which I take to be the meaning of the 
Word which we tranſlate ervy in my Text. They onght to carry 
themſelves with Modeſty and Deference toward That which is eſta- 
blif'd by Law, tho' they cannot themſelves comply with it: They 
Words or Actions: 

They 
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their own private Edification. - - 
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cion that they affect the Overthrow igion eſtabliſh by 
Law among us. In a word, they ſhould avoid every thing that tende 
to exaſperate, or make the Breach wider; and ſtudy the things that 
make for Peace, as well as thoſe things which they imagine tend: ta 


py ie * 
nn en. 


: | „ n 21. 308 03-88 Th. of 
The next thing to be conſider'd is the Duty of Fudah toward E- 
phraim; judah ſhall not vex Ephraim. As I obſerv'd under the for-- 
mer Head of my Diſcourſe, that the firſt Duty that Ephruine od te. 
Judah was to return to Communion with him in the Worthipof God 


at the Temple: So the firſt Duty that Jadah owes to Eplriuim' is 


to endeavour to perſuade him to it; and if this were done with 
that Meekneſs of Wiſdom with which it ought to be done, very like- 


peaceably together whether it ſucceeded or not. 


| 5 1 23 eV 1 1 KI 2 85 * 
By not ve ing of Ephraim therefore is not meant, that we mould 
let thoſe that are in Error go quietly on in their Miſtakes without 
any means of better Information, or that in order to Peace ave 
ſhonld deſert the Defence of Truth. No, it is the Duty of afl true _ 
Sons of the Church, eſpecially of thoſe who have the Honour t 
miniſter in holy things, to indeavour to reclaim theſe that oppoſe 
themſelves ; They ſhould therefore by the Strength and Cogency of 
their Arguments, and by the Seriouſneſs of their Lives and Con- 
verſations, by their Zeal and Diligence in their Paſtoral Office, and 


ly it might have good Succeſs, or however they might ſtill live 


by a tender concern for the good of Souls, ſtudy to gain upon 
them. And I am perſuaded that the Church has fo much Advatis 
and joyn'd with that Merkneſs of W:fdow Which I mention'd befor & 
it might produce very great Effects. ER VORTAHT eee 


But ſuppoſing after all, that thoſe who ſeparate from our Church 
wilt not come in, what is to be done in that Caſe? Some perhaps 
will be apt to fay they onght to be forc'd in; but this 1 doubt is 
the Voice of thoſe who have more“ Zeal againſt their Brother E- 
phraim than they have againſt the Philiffames; © My Text fays; | Jas 
dah fball not vex Ephraim: And certainly if Peace be expected er 
deſir d, neither fide muſt vex or oppreſs the other; If Judah do 
vex Ephraim, Ephraim will in return envy Fadah, and no body bat 
the Pluliſtines is like to gain by that. The common Cauſe can ne- 
9 . ver 
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from all the reſt of the World: By this, ſays he, ſhall all Men know that 


el Proceedings. I came not to take away mens Lives, but to 

& fave them by laying down my own : My Goſpel is a Goſpel of Peace 
« and to be propagated by the gentle ways of Peace and Love; 

if Men will not receive it, the greateſt harm is like to be to 

e themſelves, and you have more reaſon to pity, than to be an- = - 
© gry with them. When our Saviour, calls out to all that are hea- "0 
vy laden to come unto him and learn of him; the great Leſſon he. | 
propoſes is Meekneſs: Learn of me, ſays he, for I am Meek. And. 
certainly never any man ſet ſuch an Example of Love and Meek-, 
neſs as he did: He came into the World upon an Errand of the 


greateſt Love, to ſave Sinners; and while he was here, how meek-. : E a 
ly did he endure the Contradiction of thoſe Sinners whom he cam 


* 1 , |< tit 2 * rea, 4 5 
1 * 4 
e * 
: N 3 


A Queen at St. Paul's. WE. 4 b 

to ſave? And when Jeruſalem would not receive him, he only pi- 43 

ties it, and weeps over it, ſaying, O that thou hadſt known in this © 

thy day the things that belong to thy Peace! Indeed his whole Life. 
and Death were almoſt nothing elſe but a continu'd Example of 

Goodneſs and Meekneſs. | | *** 


A2a4ly, To deal mildly and gently with thoſe who diſſent from us, 
is really the beſt and moſt likely method to bring them over to. 
the Truth. It is certain, that Prejudice is the great Cauſe of moſt 

of the Errors that are in the World ; and the greateſt part of 

»  - People are miſtaken, becauſe they will not give Truth a fair Hear- 
3 ing. Now both Reaſon; and Experience ſhew us, that nothing is 
ſo apt to gain upon a Man, and take off his Prejudice, as good 
Words and fair Dealing. And if we would perſuade a Man to any 
thing, the ready way to do it is firſt to get his Love and good 
Opinion; we may then propoſe the Arguments for Truth ata 
very great advantage, the Man is then pliable, and will harken to 
Reaſon; and perhaps will be glad if he can ſo far oblige us as to be of 
our opinion. Whereas if we deal roughly, and give hard Words, he 

| Preſently looks upon us as his Enemies, and throws away all we can ſay 

- 3 without Conſidering, and all the Effect is, that he hates us the more, 
and the Truth for our ſakes. _ . 


Indeed this fierce and rude Way of treating thoſe that are in 
Error, is not fit to be uſed toward any ſort of people whatever; 

for if they be really conſcientious, it is Inhumane and Barbarous to 
treat them ſo; but if they are Proud, and Factious, they are of all 
the men in the World the moſt unapt to be convinced by it. 


A ſoft tongue, as Solomon tells us, breaketh the bone. Soft Words 
may perhaps work upon the proudeſt and hardeſt Heart, but if 
two hard things meet together, they may by their Colliſion ſtrike 
Fire, break or wear out one another; but neither of them is like to 


_ Thirdly, Natural Equity requires this fair and mild Dealing, be- 
cauſe We all expect it from thoſe who Diſſent from us; There is 
none of what Party ſoever but takes it very Ill, and thinks he has 
bard Meaſure, to be abuſed, and cenſured, to have his Actions miſ- 
frepreſented, and his Perſon expoſed, becauſe he cannot think the 


W lame things that other People do. | _ 41 Ct Bb 


46 


E 3 . * 4 } 
” 


* 

* 

« 4 
=” * 

Y th. 

* a 

*h - 
yg 4 


> , ; " 
4 4 _ A * — * — 2 * 4 — A - — 
— ha a: Lax hr 7 2 2 DP 3 — a "FI [up * 4 ” * — * 
* K 4 ſe * rn 8 - x do - , 2 1 e ” * * A T 9 63 INT * 

Ms = £3 1 - bn” a A ES * wth D FI" Fa SS. 8 i Kan hes IE 4 * 2 "IF. - « MS. þ SE es 2 8 * p 
As * 8 * N 3 . * * * » * FF Fs * 8 * ä » 2 <4 . = 45% Jet AL * 1 1 K ö Ws pag x 3 1 n * 

0 o th 4 8 8 4 5 * > 8 1 9 4 3 F 4 3.5 £ : Il . G 4 . 3% 

„ n ed IIS ME as 25S As 2d et ng 
* * * q 1. m s g „ 3 on t Adi 1 4 A N 
— * : < : bk 


< * * ＋ 5 n 4 
* — * — 1 . C — < —2 
* 9 4 b — . N dn a 
W 
1 5 1 * L, 2 * — ; 


= —_—_— 4 —— * n 1 e * * 2 
* o 4 MY = IA: bs - Ms - IR T ” & >” SOS >, 9 * * 
4 " | . 


* b 8 


— N 8 | Pe 6. 2. Ye * A wh 
_— A Thankferving Sermon. 


When God commanded the Iſraelites to be kind to Strangers, 


the Argument he uſes to perſuade them, is, That they ſhould re- 
member that themſelves were once Strangers in the Land of Egypt; 


That it was once their own Caſe, and perhaps might be fo again. 


The Author to the Hebrews tells us, That we ſhould remember 
thoſe that ſuffered Adverſity as being our ſelves alſo in the Body; 
That we are yet on this fide the Grave, and carry a Body about 
us ſubje& to as many Miſeries as any of our Neighbours ; and that 
what they ſuffer to Day, may, for all we know, fall upon us to 


Morrow. Our Natures are as liable to Errors as to any other 


Misfortunes, and the beſt Men are liable to ſach as may ſufficient- 
ly Expoſe them to the Cenſure of the World; and therefore, 
when we do uncharitably judge and condemn our Neighbours for 
ſuch things we do only pronounce a hard Sentence againſt our 


ſelves, who have perhaps as great, or greater Errors than thoſe 


we fo ſeverely Cenſure in them. And tho! by chance they are 
ſuch as the World has not yet taken much Notice of, ſo that they 
do not Engage us againſt any Party, or bring us Diſturbance; yet 


this is accidental, the Humour of the World may alter, they may 
ſet as great a Value upon thoſe things, as they have upon ſome 


others of as ſmall Concern, and then it muſt be our Furn to lie 


without Pity Expoſed to all thoſe hard things we pronounced a- 


gainſt our Neighbours. This is no ſuch unuſual Thing in the World 
but that we may judge it very poſſible to come to paſs? but how- 
ever this be, it is certain that all Parties Expect a Candid and 


Mild Treatment from the reſt, and therefore, according to our 


Saviour's Rule, of doing as we would be done unto, ſhould: all afford 
c be CEE HE „nh 
Fyurthiy, The laſt Conſideration I would Propoſe, is the Words 
of the Apoſtle, Jam. 3. 14, 15, 16. But f you have bitter Envy 
ing, or Zeal, and Strife in your Hearts, glory not and lie not againſt 
the Truth. This Wiſdom deſcendeth not from above, but is 'Earthly; 
Senſual, Deviliſk. For where Envy and Strife is, there is Confuſion, 
and every evil Work. A great part of the World have been ſo 
long engaged in Heats and Diſputes, that they have quite forgot 
the Nature of our Holy Religion, which was „ by 
God to yield Matter for Quarrel, but to make People more Holy, 
Charitable and Beneſicial to the World; It has been too common 
a Miſtake for Men to think they have done enough in Religion, if 


they 
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they have been Zealous for the Party they reckon Orthodox, and 
to glory as if they had done God god Service, when perhaps: 
1 they have all the while been only gratifying their own Pride and 
Paſſions, ſo that inſtead of the Holy, Pure, and Peaceable Religi- 
on which Our Dear Lord left us, the chief Things promoted, are 
Animoſities, Fewds, and Factions. | TIRE na 8 


* 


It is a Melancholy Thing to conſider how much this has been 
the Caſe of our own Church and Nation for above theſe Hundred 
| Years; and more Melafcholy to Conſider that we do not yet ſeem _ 
- | > inclined to grow Wiſer. No ſooner was the Church Reform'd, 
but the Enemy ſowed theſe Tares in the Field, which have hindred 
the Growth of the good Seed ever ſince: So that inſtead of Joyn- 
7 ing heartily together to promote True Piety, and the Divine Life, 
| and the Intereſt of the Reformation, a great Part of our Zeal has 
been taken up in Heats among our ſelves. This has cauſed a great 
Relaxation of Diſcipline, and Corruption of Manners; has harden- 
ed thoſe among us who adhered ſtill to the Church of Rome, and 
made our Reformation odious; It has raiſed Hatred and Animoſi- 
ties, Schiſm and Hereſies in the Church; and Diſcontent, and 
Faction, and Diviſion in the State. This brought us at laſt into 
a Civil War, and then Confuſion, and every Evil Mork muſt of Courſe 
8 quickly follow. When God was pleaſed to put an End to theſe 
DiſtraQions by the Reſtoration of the Royal Family and the Church, 
it was not long before this bitter Spirit ſpoiled -mbſt of the good 
Effects we might juſtly: have hoped for from it. Inſtead of Uni- 
ting together and healing our Breaches, all Parties: Retained very 
much of their ancient Animoſities. What our Diviſions have done 
ſince, and do ſtill, I need not repeat, we all ſufficiently Know. 
What they may ſtill further do, God only Knows; but I am ſure 
we have à great deal of Reaſon to fear. The Apoſtle tells us, 
That F we bite and devour one another, we ſhall he devoured one of 
another; Or, which is like to be as bad, we ſhall both be devoured. 
by the Common Enemy; for while we are Quarreling among 
our ſelves, they are at work, very buſily at work againſt us, 1 
am ſometimes almoſt amazed when 1 conſider all the Deſigns and 
Gontrivances they have, and the great Zealand: Diligence where- 
8 with they carry them on; and cannot but Wonder that we are 
8 not before this Deſtroyed; but God has been better to us than we 
. have been to our ſelves; who, I hope, will ſtill protect us againſt; 
all their Deſigns; But in plain Truth, it is but a ſmall Sign rr 
e . e Hy | 
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God intends a Favour for a People when he ſuffers them to be ſo AX 


far Infatuated as to fall out among themſelves, 'when there is ' 
Common Enemy ready to break in upon them and Deſtroy them 
all together. What He will do with us He only knows, but if 
he ſhall think fit to let our Diviſions bring us under the Rod to- 
gether, I hope that that at leaſt will take down our Spirits, and 


when we muſt 
then we ſhould 


be 


to the ſame Priſon or the ſame Stake together, 
Brethren again. arte att eres} 


This brings me to the Second Particular, No which 1 propoſed to 
ſpeak, which was to ſhew how much it is the Duty and Intereſt 
of both Sides to joyn heartily againſt the Common Enemy. 


We are now Engaged in a War, not lightly entered into to gra- 
tify the Ambition of our Prince; but undertaken, after the ſolemn 
Deliberation of the Great Council of the Nation, as neceſſary for 
the Preſervation of our Liberty, our Country, our Religion, and 
all that is dear to us in the World. The Power and Ambition of 
the French King have long been a Terrour to all his Neighbours, 
and more eſpecially ſo ſince his ſeizing of the Spaniſh Monarchy 
This has convinc'd moſt of the Princes of Europe, that either they 
muſt endeavour by Arms to reduce this Power, or elſe ſubmit to 
be flaves to it; And fo far our Caſe is common with the reſt of 
our Neighbours, and of thoſe who are of the ſame Religion with 
Him; Their Liberties are in danger as well as Ours; But Popery 
is 4 terrible Aggravation of Slavery to a Proteſtant: Country; 
The very Word Slavery muſt be odious to Engliſh Men who live 
under ſo mild and good a Government; But Foreign Slavery, and 
French Slavery, and Popiſh Slavery, carry ſo much Horrour with 
them, that no Words can aggravate or ſufficiently expreſs it; 

And therefore I ſhall not attempt to do it, but would only appeal! 
to the inward Senſe of Men, to their ſecret Hopes and Fears 
which never flatter; And I am confident that J may in this Caſe 
appeal to the Conſciences of all that hear me. We hope to ſee 
many good Days, to enjoy our Friends and Relations, and what 
God has given us in Quiet and Security; to have publick Peace, 
and the Liberty to ſerve God in Purity according to our Conſci- 
ences; But which of theſe things do we expect to have if our E- 


nemies ſnould 


get the better? Are not the Thoughts of that, 


tho? bleſled be God very unlikely to come to paſs, yet ſtill a ſe- 


cret Damp to all our Hopes? Is not all the Happineſs we pro- 


miſe 
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miſe our ſelves in this World ſtill with this Exception, if it ſhall 
Pleaſe God to preſerve our Government, and keep us from thoſe 

Miſeries which a Change muſt bring upon us? For indeed what 
ebe the Effet of it bu Slavery to our ſelves. and the reſt of 

Europe, joyned with ſo many Calamities as a Bigotted Prince muſt 

* bring upon a Nation of a different Religion; as many as Popery 

always brings where it has Power over Proteſtants. For that Re- 
ligion is irreconcileable to all others, and muſt and will perſecute 
whenever it has a 596" Opportunity: Perſecution of Hereticks is 
as much a Law of tifeir Church as any they have among them, and 
-a Law that has been as much put in Execution; And if eyer it has 
been for any time ſuſpended,” it has been plainly where they could 
not help it. But that is the true Genius and Spirit of their Re- 
ligion; and more-eſpecially now, ſince our Great Enemy of France 
has framed, and ſo far carried on the Deſign of rooting out the 
Northern -Hereſie, as they are pleas'd to call our Religion. He 
has indeed pretty effectually done it in his own Country, by for- 
cing at leaſt 200000 Souls to leave their Native Land, and all 
they had, to ſeek their Bread in ſtrange Countries where they 
could get it. Infinite numbers of Families more have been undone 
by all the vexatious Ways of Oppreſſion, and fo prevailed upon at 
laſt to diſſemble their Religion, and wound their Conſciences to 
fave themſelves. And yet this is the Man that ſome Engliſhmen, 
and who calls themſelves Proteſtants too, would have had, and 1 
doubt ſtill deſire '-to have, for the Deliverer of England, and the 
Preſerver of our Church; This is ſo monſtrous a thing, that I do 
hope, and believe that the number is not great of thoſe who ex- 
preſly deſire it; And I would fain hope, that for the future, all 
Engliſhmen will be ſo wiſe as not to be Heated by Theſe Men, 
and carried into ſuch Meaſures as muſt bring the Matter about 
whether they themſelves deſire it or not. Can we expect that if 
that Prince ſhould prevail, he will uſe us better than he has his 
own Subjects? There is certainly one thing in which our Condi- 
tion is like to be much worſe; they, when they were forced to 
leave their own Country, yet had this Comfort, and a Comfort 
it was, that there were other Proteſtant Countries which could, 
and did receive them. But where ſhall we fly? Or who can, or 
will dare to receive us? The ſame Calamity that falls upon Us, 
muſt very probably, at the * time, or ſoon after, fall upon all 
Countries that profeſs the Reformed Religion. | 
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giving; let us therefore make this Uſe of it, to bleſs and praiſe 
God: the more for the great Succeſſes He hath given us, and 
for the Hopes we have thereby, that theſe things ſhall never 


come upon us; And let it fill our Hearts with a fenſe of 
Gratitude to our Glorious Queen, who bas ſhewed ſo much Zeal 
in the Proſecution of this War ſo neceſlary to the Safety of Her 
Subjects, and who has been bleſſed by God wat 


in it. 


This brings me to the Third and Laſt Particular, which is to 
conſider, what very probably, by the Bleſſing of God, may be the 
Effect of a happy Union among our ſelves, and of our hearty joint 
Endeavours againſt our Common Enemies. My Text ſays, That 


Ephraim and Fudah being thus join'd, ſhalt fly upon their Enemies 


and ſpoil them, and bring them to Obedience. As for our ſelves, 
we have not entered into this War to inlarge our own Dominions, 
or to poſſeſs. our ſelves of what belongs to our Neighbours ; but 
only to ſee that Juſtice and Right be done, and that our ſelves. 


and others may not be at the Mercy of a Prince who has hitherto. 


put no other Bounds to his Ambition, but to ſeize upon all he can 


get, whether Right or Wrong; And therefore we have this to 


intitle us to the Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance of God, that we have a 
juſt Cauſe ; which is ſufficient to encourage us to go on with Re- 
ſolution : But after all, it is fit for us both to- think and ſpeak 


modeſtly about the Event; for that is ſtill in the Hand of God, 
and He may, either to. puniſh us for our Sins, or to anſwer other 


wiſe Ends of his Providence, ſuffer an unjuſt Adverſary to prevail 


; inſt us; we ſhould therefore continue our Prayers to God, and 
Uve in an humble Dependance upon him, and endeavour to do 


A C 


every thing that may engage him to be of our fide. _ 


But if we may judge of the future Favours of God, by the Bleſ- 
 fings He has already beſtow'd upon us, we have certainly very 


good Grounds to hope the beſt. 


This is now the Third time that we have had the Honour and 5 


Happineſs to attend our Glorious Queen in this Place, to return 
our Thanks and Praiſe to God for the Victories that He has give 


to 
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But this is a Coafideration too melancholy for a Day of Thankf. 5 


ſo much Succeſs 


** 


doo Flu Queen af St, Fans © ls ©... 
to our Arms; and in the mean time, tho we have had reaſfon- i 
enough to humble our elves before Him for our Sins, yet we have. 
had none to do it for our ill Succeſſes. When we met here the - 
laſt Year, it was to celebrate One of the moſt Signal Victories that 
this, or almoſt any Age has feen; That which we are to praife 
God for at Preſent, has not indeed fo much of the dreadful Pa- 
rade of Blood and Slaughter, but ſeems to be the Effect of as Wife 
Counſel, and as much Bravery, as the other; We forced our E- 
nemies from their ſtrong Holds which they thought Imprepnable ; / 
we routed one part of their Army, and made the other fly before 
us; they have been forced to ſeek out Places of Refuge ever ſince, 
which very probably would not have Protected them ſo long, but 
for ſome fatal Miſtakes which do too often attend the beſt form- 


ed Confederacies. 


There are many other things might be inſiſted on as good 
Grounds for hope of Succeſs in this War, ſuch as the heartineſs of 
the Body of our People in the Cauſe, the Greatneſs and Bravery 
of our Fleets and Armies, the number of our Allies, and the like; 
but I would have a care of the Sin of David in numbring the Peo- 
ple; and not to inlarge upon theſe things which may be interpre- 
ted rather as Arguments for Humane Confidence, than for our 
Dependance upon God. . Bs I | 


Let therefore God have the Glory of whatever we are, or 
have; let us praiſe him for our Armies, and for the Succeſs they 
have had; But eſpecially let us praiſe Him that He has been 

7 pleas'd to give us a Gracious Queen, in whom concur all the hap- 
Py Preſages of Succeſs mentioned in my Text, Who Loves Judah, 
and is againſt veæing Ephraim, and is Zealous and Hearty againſt 
the Philiſtines; She cannot indeed, by reaſon of Her Sex, go A- 
broad and Head our Armies, and Fight our Battles for us, but 
bleſſed be God She does not need it; She has had the Wiſdom: 
and Happineſs. to make Choice of a General who fully Supplies 
" | © "that Defect; a General who is an Honor. and Glory to our Na- 
A tion, as well as a Bleſſing; The Honour and the Ornament are in- 

deed Ours, but the Bleſſing reaches to all Countries that have no 

mind to be Slaves to a French Power. 
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I have: nom done with that to which-1 at firſt preposd to 5 
Tpeak, but cannot. conclude, without once more exhorting, That 

We would have a Care that we do not, by our unſeaſonable Di- 
viſions, loſe the good: Effects of all God's Mercies to us; Let us 


4 


> 


. 


remember that the Philiſtines are equally Enemies both to Ephraim 
and Judah; and equally deſire and endeavour the Deſtruction of 
th, and if we ſuffer them to Prevail, and to Ruin our Country, 
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atever. Party we take muſt be Ruined with lit. SES 
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